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THE ROYAL DRAMATIC COLLEGE 
AND MR. HENRY DODD. 


Last week we referred to the very unfor- 
tunate difference which has arisen betwixt the 
Provisional Committee of the Dramatic Col- 
lege and Mr. Henry Dodd, with respect to 
the conveyance of the proffered land of that 
gentleman for a site on which to build the 
houses of the College. In fact, we find our- 
selves under the very disagreeable necessity 
of recanting all those highly-qualified eulogies 
which, since July last, we have pronounced 
upon that gentleman. This is indeed sad ; 
for to be willing to praise a gentleman and to 
be thus baulked is indeed vexing. But will 
our readers vouchsafe us a little speech withal 
this matter to relate. Everybody heard of 
that important meeting which took place (and 
really the first motive power to this machinery 
was given by this same Mr. Dodd) at the 
Princess’s Theatre, in July last, the ostensible 
purpose of which was to take into considera- 
tion the establishment of homes for aged and 
decayed actors and actresses no longer able 


to support themselves. Every newspaper 
and periodical, of almost every degree, teemed 
in favour of the mooted object; and Mr. 
Henry Dodd, who promised an unconditional 
and gratuitous conveyance of five acres of 
land, was unanimously pronounced the greatest 





philanthropist of the age—in fact,'a second 
Howard. 


“ And now, Philanthropy! thy —— 

Dart round the globe from Zembla to the Line; 

From realm to realm, with cross or crescent erown’d, 

Where mankind and misery are found, 

O’er burning sands, deep waves, or wilds of snow, 

Thy Howard journeying seeks the house of woe.” 

But these papers and periodicals were for 
once all in the wrong, very much after the 
fashion of the characters in Murphy’s comedy. 
And we were wrong also ; we sounded our 
trumpet, as we thought, in just praise of a 
Howard redivivus. What a pity! The 
thing has turned out a fallacy. The Provi- 
sional Committee have declared a severance 
betwixt themselves and Mr. Henry Dodd, 
and now are at liberty to act independently 
and for themselves. But to proceed. Of 
course neither the Provisional Committee, 
nor the appointed trustees, nor the public, 
ever doubted for one moment that Mr. Henry 
Dodd would not carry out in the most com- 
plete perfection and to the letter the fair 
promise which he made. Now for the sequel. 
After dillydallying with the Provisional Com- 
mittee, the trustees, and the community at 
large, and wasting their valuable time and 
tirmg their patience for a period of five 
months, they have unanimously declared at a 
public meeting (announced in the last issue 
of this journal) that they must perforce de- 
cline having anything further to do with Mr. 
Dodd or his land either; and they have been 
led to make this very unpleasant announce- 
ment in consequence of the extraordinary and 
arbitrary conditions with which he wishes to 
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accompany the grant. of such a kind that it 
was presumed they would give him full liberty 
of control and interference in the matters of 
the College. At all events, these presumed 
conditions were of such a nature as to render 
the grant anything but “ unconditional.” 
Now, the terms of the offer which were read 
at the meeting of the Princess’s Theatre (and 
this, be it understood, with the full concur- 
rence and approval of Mr. M‘Phail, Mr. 
Dodd’s legal adviser) were these—that Mr. 
Dodd would hand over five acres of land suit- 
able for the purpose, with no other condition 
than that it should be evidenced by the public 
meeting at the Princess’s Theatre ; that 
it was fully desirous “to provide homes for 
those actors and actresses who are no longer 
able to provide for themselves ;” and that as 
soon as the trustees were appointed he would 
make an “unconditional conveyance of the 
land.” Well, Messrs, Charles Kean, Benjamin 
Webster, Thackeray, and Charles Dickens 
were unanimously appointed trustees ; and, in 
all reason and fairness, it was fully satisfac- 
tory to every oue, it seems, but Mr. Henry 
Dodd, who says, in a letter which he ad- 
dressed to Mr. Cullenford, the Secretary, 
that he is prepared to “make an uncondi- 
tional conveyance of the land near Langley, 
as prepared and approved by conveyancers of 
eminence, as soon as the executive of the 
College is properly constituted, and in a con- 
dition to receive the same.” He also goes on 
to make other equally absurd and ludicrous 
observations, such as he “ will not be made 
the scapegoat for the committee’s wilful avoid- 
ance of the duties incumbent upon them ;” 
and that at the present moment the College 
is “ for all real and business purposes a nonen- 
tity!” Really, to paraphrase the sublime 
Milton, “the force of folly can no further 
go.” But Mr. Dodd winds up with the fol- 
lowing exordium :—“ I gave the land to bene- 
fit the aged of your profession against the 
expostulation of my friends, who foretold me 
the treatment I have experienced.” All this 
is most unreasonable; and although Mr. 


Dodd must ever be remembered as the man | 


who first started this most laudable institu- 
tion, we cannot fail to hold it in our opinion 


that he was also the very first man, after it | 


had been fully mooted, to endeavour to dash 
it and its fruits to the ground, and thus deal 
out the bitterest disappointment. 

However, the matter is now at an end, and 
Mr. Dodd’s connection with the College is as 
nothing—he has himself become a “ nonen- 


tity.” The meeting at which the resolution 
| of severance was passed was attended by all 
| the original friends and supporters of the Col- 
_ lege, amongst whom were Mr. Nelson Lee, 
| Mr. Benjamin Webster, Mr. Watkins, Mr. 
| Creswick, Mr. Billings, Mr, Cullenford, Mr. 
| J. Robins, Mr. Sams, Mr. Staunton, Mr. 
Jerwood, Mr. Reddish, Mr. Waring, Mr. 
T. Grieve, Mr. Borlase Childs, Mr. Theodore 
Martin, Mr. Grieve, Mr. Wilton, Sir Wm. 
de Bathe, Dr. Rowe, Mr. Dean, and numer- 
ous other gentlemen. Other gentlemen have 
come forward with offers of land. The Ne- 
cropolis Company have, for instance, gener- 
ously offered the Provisional Committee five 
acres a few miles from Woking, and are 
ready to reserve five more at a moderate price, 
should they be required. Another offer came 
from the Rev. E. Moore of five acres, or 
even seven, at Gerrard’s-cross, which the 
committee have already sent competent parties 
to examine. Mr. Meredith has also offered 
to dispose of five acres of “ excellent land” at 
the Virginia Water, at £38* per acre. He 
will also throw into the bargain a small cottage 
and some other buildings on the land. We 
trust soon to hear that one or other of these 
offers have been accepted. 

We should not omit here to notice the very 
liberal conduct which has been manifested 
towards the College by Messrs. Shepherd 
and Creswick, who have earned the best 
thanks of the profession. Thanks to the 
common concord with which the great move- 
ment has been met on all sides, it is rapidly, 
approaching what may be termed a most sub- 
stantial success, B. W. W. 


* Some of our contemporaries state that the price 
is £35, but we have reason to believe £38 to be 
correct. 





TksTIMONIAL TO Mr. Durrett.—A very hand- 
some testimonial, consisting of an elegant gold 
watch and chain, a silver snuff-box, and a silver 
tankard, was on Tuesday last presented to Mr. 
Duffell, the manager of Vauxhall Gardens. The 
articles, valued at upwards of fifty pounds, were 
subscribed for by the entire company of the gardens 
as a mark of respect for Mr. Duffell’s gentlemanly 
and upright conduct in his management of the 
gardens last season. 


Lycrum.—In consequence of the death of Mrs. 
Keeley’s brother she did not perform on Monday 
or Tuesday evenings. In the emergency caused by 
this unexpected occurrence Mr. Robert Brough, 
the author of the extravaganza of “ The Siege of 
Troy,” consented to take the character of Hector, 
played by Mrs. Keeley, and, making allowance for 
his being an amateur, acquitted himself very 
| satisfactorily. 
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Theatres, 


ADELPHI THEATRE. 
We have given several notices of this new 


and splendid theatre, but the more we see of | 


it the more delighted we are with its beautiful 
appearance, and no less convenient ; and we 
recommend to the public an early visit while 
it is so clean and fresh. Mr. Webster is 
assuming some of his old characters, and adding 
fresh laurels to his already well-earned repu- 
tation. Several new pieces are in rehearsal, 
and new additions to the company are being 
added daily from the provinces. The house 
continues to be well attended. 


GRECIAN THEATRE. 


This theatre is crowded nightly by a most 
respectable audience. It is a great improve- 
ment, having a new entrance to the gallery. 
The pantomime goes excellently well. It 
has been written and invented by Mr. George 
Conquest and Mr. H. Spry, and is entitled 
“Harlequin Guy Faux ; or, the Amazon 
Queen and the Fairy of the Seaweed Isles.” 
Our readers are already acquainted with the 
plot, in which the Queen of the Amazons 
(Miss Ellen Hale) is represented as conspir- 
ing with Guy Faux (Mr. George Conquest) 
to dethrone King James (Mr. John Manning), 
and place a female on the throne. Mr. 
George Conquest surprised us by the remark- 
able talent he displayed in his ludicrously ex- 
aggerated performance of the animated Guy. 
There was expression in every gesture, and 
meaning in every movement of those stuffed- 
out hands. The scene with King James, in 
the terrified monarch’s bed-chamber, caused 
the audience to shriek with laughter, and the 
grand melodramatic discovery and arrest of 
the conspirators, in the vaults under the 
Houses of Parliament, was_prodigiously 
funny. Mr. John Manning, as the King, 
was also exceedingly comic. The scenery is 
good, but the great scene of the pantomime 
is the transformation scene, representing the 
Gold Lace Boudoir and Fairy Jewelled 
Chamber, designed and painted by Mr. 
Charles Smithers, upon whose tact and skill 
it reflects the greatest credit. It is not alone 
gorgeous in the extreme, but it is in the 
highest degree elegant and effective, forming 
as it does one of the most charming tableaux 
that we have seen this season, A grand 
ballet of Amazons and nymphs, in the course 
of the opening; was greatly applauded. ‘The 


harlequinade is performed by an unusually 
numerous company of pantomimic artists, there 
being no fewer than the following thirteen 
engaged in it:—Clown, Paul Herring ; 
| French Clowns, the Brothers Elliott ; Har- 
lequin, W. Ozmonda ; Pantaloon, Mr. H. 
Potter ; Sprites, the four little Elliotts ; 
Columbine, Miss Millie Fowler ; Harlequina, 
a la Watteau, Miss Orrick ; and Columbines, 
a la Watteau, Miss Hassan and Miss Hey- 
wood, The tricks, trips, and comicalities of 
this portion of the entertainment would be 
spoiled by any attempted description of them. 


CABINET THEATRE. 
Mr. W. Campbell’s benefit came off too 


late last week for us to notice it; and, as we 
promised, we now fulfil our engagement. 
The first piece was the old and worn-out 
drama of the “ Castle Spectre,” a dull heavy 
affair, not at all suited to amateurs. It was 
acted ina slovenly manner, and did not redound 
to the credit of the beneficiare, although he 
made the most of the part ; he assumed that 
of Father Phillip. The little part of Motley 
was rendered amusing by Mr, C, Clare, who 
appeared very young but very promising. Mr. 
D.' Fisher exerted himself in a_ praise- 
worthy manner as the Slave Hassan, The 
part of Earl Osmond was sustained by Mr, 
Ferdinand, who has a good notion of acting, 
but who was outrageously ranting. ‘There 
are several small parts in the piece not warty 
of notice. The female parts were very well 
sustained by the Misses Emerton and Ivor, 
particularly the former, who is far above 
mediocrity, and who we should like to see 
in a good genteel comedy character. The 
drama entitled the ‘“ Musketeers” was the 
concluding piece, which was acted as well as 
we could expect, as we understand the re- 
hearsals had been few and far between. We 
hope for the future pieces may be chosen of 
a less difficult character, The dresses were 
supplied by Mr, May, and were sparkling 


new. 





Tue Late Mapame Vestris.—We understand 
that the monument about to be erected by Mr. 
| Charles Mathews, in Kensal Green Cemetery, to 
the memory of the late Madame Vestris, and 
which has been so long delayed by his absence in 

America, is nownear completion. It is of quiet 
| and unpretending character, consisting of a plain 
slab of white marble, surrounded by a small scroll 
| of vine leaves, and bearing a simple inscription to 
mark her resting-place. It is expected to be 
| placed on the ground in the course of the next 
| two or three weeks. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 
AMATEUR.—It is impossible for us to judge of your 
4 qualifications for the stage by writing. Join aclub 

‘and let us see you act, and we will soon tell you if 
you are likely to make a fortune. 

G, D.—Edmund Kean died in 1833, twenty-five years 
ago. We think he did not assume the part of Ham- 
let for the last five years he was on the stage ; it was 
not a favourite character with him. 

W. M.—Can you tell me where the once celebrated 
singer, Mrs. Billington. performed last ?—We can- 
not ; but on searching for the information, we find 
she made her first appearance at Covent Garden in 
the year 1786. 


=—_= = 
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ANOTHER CRUSADE !—A DEAN 
IN ARMOUR! 


The Dean of Carlisle has been up and 
doing! He has sniffed afar off the devilish 
brimstone and the villainous drolleries of the 
Christmas pantomimes, which the wicked 
public were wont to go and see! Poor fel- 
low, how short he must have been of stuff 
for a religious discourse, to have meddled 
with such an ill one as the theatres and other 
places of public amusement. The worthy 
and far-seeing gentleman observed at the 
Carlisle Total Abstinence Society, “The 
London newspapers devoted whole columns 
and pages to the description of the special 
temptations and wickednesses of the theatres. 
And in connexion with this he found that on 
the next morning, as usual, the police courts 
were thronged with persons charged with 
offences, all arising fon the same cause.” 
And then close upon the heels of this the 
rev. gentleman makes the following allu- 
sion to the late sad accident at the Victoria 
Theatre :— 


He would not do more than allude to a frightful 
circumstance that had taken place the day before. 
At one of the low theatres on the south side of 
the Thames, an alarm of fire was raised, and in 
consequence no less than fifteen persons were 
killed. This was at a Christmas keeping theatre. 
It was what they called « Boxing Night,” 
and at a place where the performance was 
so popular that they were obliged to have 
two audiences a day—an afternoon and an 
evening exhibition. Oh! that they could see 
the time when they would be obliged to have 


| double services on religious subjects! This was 
indeed a painful andhumblingevent. God forbid 
that he should say that those poor thoughtless 
lads, many of them the dregs of the population, 
had been visited by a special judgment. No; 
they were not to say that those on whom the 
Tower of Siloam fell were greater sinners than 
those who escaped. 

Verily, let us devoutly hope. they were not 
the objects of a“ special judgment,” seeing 
that the whole of them were mere lads 
who had gone there, in pursuance of a che- 
rished custom, to witness the Christmas pan- 
tomime. And what, let us ask this piece of 
clerical hypocrisy, was Boxing Day any more 
than any other day, that these poor deceased 
lads should not have presented themselves at 
the Victoria Theatre, in the hope of having 
a night’s enjoyment? It was even an ad- 
ditional reason why they should be there. 
Let us inform this Carlisle Dean that to the 
poor and needy lad who gets a holiday and 
sixpence on such occasions as Boxing Day 
and Easter Monday, a seat in the gallery of 
the Victoria Theatre is as much an object of 
attainment as is the best private box to the 
finest aristocrat, who, amid all the perfume and 
aroma of powdered flunkeys, is driven to the 
Princess’s Theatre to witness the last Shakes- 
pearian revival of Mr. Charles Kean! 
Neither do these lads recognize their favourite 
temple of the Drama in the term of “ one of 
the low theatres on the south side of the 
Thames.” We are as fully aware as the subtle 
Dean himself as to what position the Victoria 
holds with relation to the other theatres in the 
West ; but those persons who are its constant 





frequenters are—the majority of them at least 


‘exceedingly ignorant, and positively inca- 
| pable of appreciating or understanding any- 


thing that is superior to the usual class of 
entertainment there set before them, To be 
better, and to come fully up to a Dean’s idea 
of respectability and forbearance, the poor of 
Southwark should be brought up with nice 
gentility, and receive a college education. 

We much question whether the moralizing 
Dean be quite right in his assertion that 
Christmas should be kept strictly holy. If 
he is, why our forefathers, from the very hour 
they emerged from their primitive rudeness, 


_have behaved exceedingly ill, and many 


sins have been committed in a kingly 
and baronial way in Westminster and other 
halls ; for Christmas has ever been a time 
for rejoicing and for feasting by kings and 
commoners, and for extras of every kind. 





We do not roast beef nor boil rich puddings 
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to fast. We fully agree with the rev. gentle- This lady ever acts well, and in the part of 


man in his strictures upon debauchery, and 
drunkenness, and wish as heartily as he that 
these crimes might be entirely abolished, 
crimes in the perpetration of which man 
loses his entire dignity ; but this desire will 
probably be fulfilled about the time of the 
Greek Kalends. All that we wish to show here 
is, that we really cannot see why the gentle- 
men of the crook, the mitre, and the gown 
should every now and then be making a ruth- 
less attack on one of the most talented and 
useful professions extant; and one, moreover, 
which is supported by persons of all degrees— 
a profession, in fact, which the first lady in 
the land, our glorious Queen herself, approves 
of and supports. It is a great pity that even 


.men in high positions are not blessed. with 


common sense ; and it is even a greater pity 
that those who profess religion and piety are 
not divested of prejudice, and the distinguish- 
ing features of a Dr. Cantwell. Those un- 
fortunate persons who went to the Surrey 
Gardens—not out of respect to religion, but 
to see a lion and a melodramatic actor called 
Spurgeon—and were killed, were of course 
martyrs to the worthy cause of the pockets 
of the clerical breeches ; but those who were 
suffocated at the Victoria were neither more 
nor less than just precisely as those on whom 
the Tower of Siloam fell! 





SOHO THEATRE. 


A very capital feature has presented itself 
at this theatre during the past week in the 
clever representation of a highly interesting 
drama, entitled “A Dream of Life; or, a 
Maiden’s Fate.” From the careful way in 
which the piece was put upon the stage, and 
the capital manner in which it was acted by 
one and all engaged in it, it fully competed 
with anything we have witnessed at this 
cleverly-conducted theatre. Mr. Franklin 
looked remarkably well as Reuben Clisshold, 
and acted in a most clever and spirited manner. 
We must also give Mr. Bertram Palmer 
credit for possessing a much larger amount of 
talent and versatility than we had thought. 
His embodiment of David Stolberg, the rich 
old Jew of Frankfort, was a masterpiece of 
representative art, and it would be almost 
impossible for us to speak too highly of it, or 
to fully treat of it in the short space we have 
at our command. We need scarcely say that 
the Sarah Stolberg of Miss Helen Love was 
a most lady-like and genuine performance. 


| 


the young Jewess her histrionic capabilities 
were called into requisition to considerable 
advantage. We must speak in terms of equal 
praise of Mr. Preece’s Stephen Cardinham ; 
this gentleman succeeded, though in a very 
villainous part, in enlisting the full satisfaction 
and approbation of his audience. The 
combat and death struggle betwixt Mr. 
Franklin and this gentleman were most terri- 
bly realized. Mr. Lloyd Thorpe, a very 
useful actor, gave a very forcible representa- 
tion of Zodiah, a reprobate Jew. ‘The comic 
business fell into the hands of Mr. Blackburne 
and Miss Clara Nichol, who enacted Tinkalles 
and Rebecca very humorously. At the con- 
clusion of the piece the applause was so great 
that the curtain rose again, and each member 
of the company was greeted with loud ap- 
plause. It seems,a great pity that Mr, 
Mowbray should withdraw so excellent a 
piece, and capitally acted as it is, after one 
week's representation. The very successful 
pantomime of “Harlequin Master Walter” 
followed, in which the acting of Misses Helen 
Love, Julia Norton, Nichol, Percival; Messrs. 
Shirley and Lloyd Thorpe is inimitable. On 
the evening we were present Mr. Mowbray 
came forward to ask the indulgence of the 
audience for Miss Julia Norton, who, we were 
sorry to observe, was seriously indisposed. We 
begin to think that our former praise has scarcely 
been sufficient with respect to the superior 
vocal powers possessed by this talented young 
lady. Her very clever singing nightly calls 
forth the most rapturous bursts of applause. 
She is ontiaiele happy in the parody on 
“ Robert toi qui j'aime,” from “ Roberto il 
Diavolo ;” and in the Echo Duet, from “ Guy 
Mannering,” she is exquisite. She is also 
very ably seconded in this particular instance 
by Mr. Lloyd Thorpe, whose voice fills the 
entire house with its melodious strains. Mr. 
Harry Mathews and Miss Weston are ex- 
ceedingly clever as Harlequin and Columbine, 
and Mr. George Beckett is one of the best 
Clowns to be witnessed anywhere. His new 
prize crinoline dance, “ Crynopegtopolina ” 
(music by Mr. Gough), is one of the very 


best things we have witnessed. 
B. W. W. 





Mr. W. Cooke, Jun.—We are happy to state 
that this young and clever artiste is progressing 
favourably. He was enabled to quit his bed for 
the first time, since his late severe accident, on 
Wednesday last ; and we hope soon to be able to 





' record that he has resumed his professional duties. 
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ECLECTIC HALL. Miss Groban made a charming represen- 
| tative of Pauline ; she evinced talent of no 
mean order, and we must pronounce her per- 
formance a perfect success. The “Loan of 
I 74 1 ladi 

slowly. Mr. Brooks, as Penderell, was well rit tl a oe oe me a 
up in his character, and gave a tone of feeling | re ==: » hishis desditeble se The 
to the part that did him much credit. Mr. niles portions of A bill of fare (both er 
Procter played with very considerable power | ,: . . 

: ] d off exceeding] ll 
as Black Ralph, and looked the character Sahin) pene sam pie 


and the audience departed evidentl senile 
extremely well; but the gem of the characters | I y 


7 g : c ; Light llent - 
consisted in the acting of Mr. Dean and Miss | pe ee aon, evening's ‘enter 
| 


The Dramatic Club on Friday last played 
the “Dream at Sea” and the drama of | 
* Michael Erle.” The first piece went rather 


Russell as Tommy Tinkle and Biddy Mits. 
They both display genuine comic acting, and 
kept the piece alive to the conclusion. We 
wish Miss Merton would assume more con- 
fidence and speak louder. Mr. Snelling is 
always good; he made the most of Ally 
Croaker. Mr. Church is a talented amateur, | 
and is used to the stage. He was not very 
well supported as Michael Erle, or the piece 
would have gone better. Miss Chambers 
and Miss Sydney acquitted themselves very 
well, The audience consisted of the middle 
classes, who conducted themselves with be- 
coming propriety. The dresses were very 
appropriate, and were supplied by Mr. 
Harrison. 





DUKE OF YORK TAVERN, CLERKENWELL. 


The members of the Householder’s Asso- 
ciation had their annual dinner here on Mon- 
day. ‘The chair was occupied by H. W. 
Johnson, Esq., and the other end of the table 
was filled by W. Whitelock, Esq. ; between 
thirty and forty gentlemen, members of the 
Board of Guardians and the’ Vestry, sat down 
to one of the most sumptuous dinners that 
was ever served up in this parish ; there was 
| Bo less than six courses, consisting of fish, 

poultry, joints, game, pastry, and a a splendid 
| desert ; the wines were of a superior quality, 
_ and the dinner was served up in the best pos- 
{ bese id Wi sible manner, and reflects the most praise- 

LONDON MECHANICS’ INSTITUTION. worthy attention on the part of the worthy 

A special Drawing-room Entertainment | hostess, Mrs. Ney, who was indefatigable in 
was given here on Friday evening by the! her exertions to give satisfaction to her 
Elocution Class, for the purpose of raising | guests ; after the usual loyal toasts had been 
funds to assist in making additions to the | drunk, those of the churchwardens, overseers, 
library in relation to this admirable Insti- guardians, and other parochial authorities 
tution. The chair was occupied by H. M.| were noticed and responded to with every 
Feist, Esq., who, in a neat and appropriate | mark of respect. The company were much 
address, pointed out the object for which | indebted to Messrs. Paget and Foster, who 
they had met together that evening. He | enlivened the company by singing some 
spoke greatly in favour of amateur theatri- | favourite duets, which they executed in a 
cals as being conducive to instruction and | very artistic manner. The company did not 
sound rational amusement ; he also pointed | separate till a late hour ; highly gratified with 
out the valuable store of knowledge con- | the entertainment set before them. The 
tained in the library, and called upon the | stewards ,Messrs. Eustace and Poley, are de- 
audience to come forward and exert them- | serving of the best thanks of the company for 
selves in the interest of that most important | their excellent arrangements npon the occa- 
and praiseworthy branch of the Institution. | sion. 

The programme opened with a quadrille ee ee 
(“La Traviata”), admirably rendered by the | MR. anp Mrs. Cuartes Matuews commence 
Instrumental Music Class, who kindly gave | 2 hort starring tour through some of the principal 

. ; Jar prs y § towns in the northern counties on Monday at the 

their services on the occasion. This was 


Wolverhampton Theatre. 
succeeded by “ Delicate Ground,” in which | yg. Exuior Gauur, whose English operatic 
Mr. Carter display ed great efficiency i in his company, has earned a high reputation through 
impersonation of M. Sangfroid. Mr. Sneed | the provinces, has arranged with Mr. Copeland to 
was too tame as Alphonse de Grandier ; a 8i¥e a winter opera season at the Liverpool Amphi- 


litt] ie d rpwrenrt- theatre. We understand that a new grand opera, 
ittle more animation and regard to by-play written for the company by Mr. Lutz, is now in 














would have made the eharacter more effective. | rehearsal, and will shortly be produced. 
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Provincml Cheatricals, 


PorTsMOUTH.—THEATRE.—Miss Agnes Burdett 


has been most successful here in her delineation | 


of the character of Jessie Brown, in the drama so | character of the Dazish Prince is the one in 


called, which has made a decided hit in Ports- 
mouth. Her personation of the Scotch heroine, 
whose national accent she imitates with remarkable 
correctness, is one of the most effective perform 
ances in which we have seen this talented actress 
for a long time. 

CHELTENHAM.—RoyaL Otp Wetts.—The en- 
tertainments provided at this popular place of 
resort have recently been more attractive than 
ever. On Tuesday se’nnight Sir William and Lady 
Don made their first appearance before a large 
audience in the comedy of ‘ Single Life,” and the 
afterpiece of “ The Rough Diamond.” On Thurs- 
day, the Istinst., Sir W. and Lady Don took their 
benefit—the former illustrating the peculiarities 
of Aminadab Sleek, in the “Serious Family,” 
and the latter personating the fast and fashionable 
Mrs. Delmaine. ‘ Whitebait at Greenwich” fol- 
lowed, and was much applauded. 





Theatrical Gossip, 


Miss Henrietta Simms.—This young artiste, 
who has been a great favourite at the Theatre 
Royal, Sunderland, is about making her debut at 
the new Adelphi Theatre. 

Covent GarpEeNn.—In noticing the new opera at 
this house, we omitted the mention of the novel 
and splendid dresses. Those worn by Mr. Har- 
rison and Miss Pyne were made by Mr. W. 
Coombes, tailor to the theatre, and are of the 
most costly materials; and the richness of the 
trimmings, perhaps, was never equalled. 

Roya Cotosseum.—The lessee of this favourite 
place of amusement being anxious to gratify the 
the juvenile visitors during the holidays has pro- 
vided a truly giant Christmas tree, which has 
already blossomed twice with jewellery and 
thousands of superior toys, eliciting the most 
rapturous applause from the hundreds of chil- 
dren who have been recipients of its coveted 
fruits. We are glad to find that the tree is to 
blossom again on Tuesday next, morning and 
evening, when we hope to see it crowded as before 
by many smiling and joyous faces, who will carry 
back to school the pleasing recollections of the 
wonders of the Colosseum. 

Roya Potytecunic.—Buono Core, the Italian, 
who, for some months during the past season, ex- 
hibited, at Cremorne, an invention for the pre- 
servation of the human body from fire, has been 
secured by the management of this valuable in- 





stitution. The mode to be adopted at this insti- | 


tution to test the value of this important in- 
vention will differ from that hitherto practised. 
Gas is to be substituted for fire, and its power 
will be much increased by the means applied to 
force the jets upon him. Experiments will also 
be made to prove the adaptability of the invention 
to general purposes, so that we anticipate this 
new engagement will prove highly attractive and 
satisfactory. 


Mr. Atrrep Wican.—We hear, from a reliable 
quarter, that this gentleman has become the lessee 
of the Lyceum Theatre. 

Princess’s.—We_ perceive that Mr. Charles 
Kean revives the tragedy of ‘* Hamlet” on Monday 
evening, at his theatre in Oxford-street. The 


which Mr. Kean’s genius was first recognised by 
the public. Mrs. Kean will give importance to 
the cast by her admirable personation of the 
Queen. 





MADAME TUSSAUD’S EXHIBITION, 
Bazaar, Baker Street. 
EW ADDITION.—The Grand Duke Constan- 
tine, High Admiral of Russia; being a continua- 
tion of celebrated characters that have raised this 
exhibition to the honour of being visited. by strangers 
from all parts of the world. Admittanée, ls.; second 
pe 6d. Open from eleven to five, and from seven 
till ten. 

The Times, of April 14th, states:—“In no other 
place in Europe are so many touching and important 





memorials of the great Emperor to be found; even 
for a national collection, our gallant allies might be 
0 to possess the relics which are here preserved. 

adame Tussaud’s exhibition is without a rival, 
either here or on the Continent. All who have 
attempted competition have proved but so many 
foils to set up the superior attractions of her admir- 
able collection of des hommes celebres.” 





The Second Eclectic Dramatic Society. 


NY Lady or Gentlemen wishing to make the 
Stage their profession, or for pleasure, will find 
this Society worthy of notice. The members meet 
every Friday evening, at eight. Performance once a 
month; every member will propose a play, and take 
any character they choose in their turn, and will be 
allowed six tickets for each performance. es 
tion ls. 6d. per week, including stage dresses. The 
hall to let for Amateur Performances, Balls, Con- 
certs, Tea Parties, &c., on reasonable terms. 18, 
Denmark-street, Crown-street, Soho. Manager and 
Scenic Artist, Mr. R. Snelling; Proprietor, James 
Flexman. 





Ladies’ Theatrical Wardrobe. 


J ane begs most respectfully to inform Pro- 
e fessional Ladies, Amateurs, and others that 
they may replenish their Wardrobes with every re- 

uisite, by purchase or hire, at a much less outlay 
than is usual, by going or sending to Scott’s Ladies’ 
Theatrical Costume and Masquerade Warehouse, 13, 
Broad-court, Bow-street, W.C., where may be seen a 
new and useful Stock of Plain and Character Dresses, 
Fancy Costumes, Feathers, Lace, Opera Cloaks, &c., 
&c., which, for quality, make, style, and low price, is 


unequalled. 
Wardrobes Purchased. 
SCOTT, 13, Broad-court, Bow-street. 


HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT AND PILLS. 
NCREDIBLE CURE_OF BAD LEGS or 
SEveNTEEN YEARS’ STANDING.—James Nash, 
Thursted Farm, three miles from Chatham, was 
afllicted for seventeen years with inveterate sore legs. 





There were thirteen wounds in them. He was in 
| St. Thomas’s and Guy’s Hospitals nearly seven 
| months, all the surgeons concurring that amputation 
| was the only thing likely to save him. This was too 
| great a sacrifice, therefore he commenced using 
| Helloway’s Ointment and Pills, which healed all the 
| —. in a short time, and restored him to perfect 
e 
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THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 
218, High Holborn 
(Formerly the Casino de Venise). 


, he ™ Establishment, pre-eminently distinguished 
for the originality, combined with the elegance 
and beauty of its decorations and the perfection of 
its management, is now open for the season. Selec- 
tions from “Les Huguenots,” “Lucia di Lammer- 
moor,” “Il Trovatore,” &c., are performed nightly 
by the celebrated Orchestra under the direction of 
Mr. W. M. Packer. The new quadrille from Flotow’s 
opera of “Martha” is introduced every evening, as 
also are some of the following novelties :—Quadrilles 
and Valses from Verdi’s Opera of “ Luisa Miller,” 
the Royal Lancers, Kcenig’s last Valse, the First 
Kiss Polka, the Paulina Schottishe, Regal Caledo- 
nians, the Antelope Galop, &c. Doors open at half- 
past 8, and close at 12 punctually. Admission Is. 





To Theatrical Amateurs. 


CENERY, Costumes, and every Requisite can be 

obtained at Harrison’s Theatrical Warehouse, 

31, Bow-street, W.C., opposite the Royal Italian 

Opera, Covent-garden. The Drawing-room Theatres, 

that can be fitted up in any sized room, without in- 

jury to the apartment, with Gas-fittings, Scenery, 
Costumes, &c., Let on reasonable terms. 


Copy the Address—Harrison, 31, Bow-street. 





Plays for the People. 


HE PICTORIAL PENNY PLAYS. Each 
Play complete for One Penny, with casts of cha- 
racters, &c. 


1 Jack Sheppard 13 The Maid and the 
2 Oliver Twist i 


Magpie 
3 a Ride to} 14 The Red Rover 


Yor 15 Black-eyed Susan 
4 Dombey and Son 


5 Don Cesar de Bazan 
6 Mazeppa; or, the Wild 
Horse of Tartary 
7 The Blood-red Knight 
8 The Dumb Man of 

Manchester 
9 The Miller and his 


Men 

10 The Vicar of Wake- 
field 

11 Obi; or, Three-fin- 


gered Jack 
12 Black Beard the Pirate 





16 The Corsican Brothers 
17 Minnigrey 

18 The Forty Thieves 

19 Uncle Tom’s Cabin 
20 Aziel the Prodigal 

21 The Will and the Way 
22 Susan Hopley 

23 Ada the Betrayed 

24 Blue Beard 

25 The Bottle 

26 Dred 

27 Belphegor 

28 Little Dorrit 

29 Herne the Hunter 


Each Play complete for One Penny, or by post 
Twopence, and illustrated with a coloured scene, 
taken during a representation. 

All the above being stereotyped, are never out of 
print. 


London: George Purkess, Compton-street, Soho ; 
and may be had at 16, St. Alban’s-place, Edgeware- 
road, and all Booksellers. 





Rejoice ye Children of the Thespian Art, 
Sam UEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow-street 

Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with Ladies 
and Gentlemen engaged in amateur performances 
for the sale or hire of Stage Costume. A large assort- 
ment of every necessary for the same. Wardrobes 
made to order. Persons about to follow the profession 
will do well to give Mr. May an order for their outfit; 
costume, character, elegance, economy, and punc- 
tuality all studied. 


_ Mind the address, Samuel May, 35, Bow-street. 





HIGHBURY BARN. 
) USIC AND DANCING every Evening, from 
Eight to half-past Eleven o’clock. A Band of 
Thirty. Admittance, Is.; on Sundays, by Refresh- 
ment Ticket, 6d. Table d’H6éte every Sunday at 
Five o’clock, 2s. each. The three Subscription 
Balls, January 12th, Febr 12th, and March 16th. 
Stewards of Public Festivals are requested to make 
early application for the Rooms. 


OLD DR. JACOB TOWNSEND’S 
Original American Sarsaparilla, 
7 noblest preparation of this invaluable root 
ever discovered. It was introduced into Eng- 
land in 1851, and proved by experience to be the 
great purifier of the blood—unparalleled in efficacy 
to invigorate the constitution by eradicating all im- 
— from the system. It affords the greatest re- 
ief in all cases arising from irregular or obstructed 
perspiration, colds, &c., and all cutaneous disorders, 
giving a clear and healthy appearance to the skin. 
ts unique character and agreeable flavour render it 
a ne plus ultra in medicine, or nature’s true remedy. 
Warehouse, 248, Strand; and the original retail 
depot, 373, Strand, London. Every bottle bears the 
signatures of J. J. Haliday and Co., sole proprietors 
of the genuine medicines. Beware of spurious 
mitation. 








& Secret worth Knowing. 


R. G. PORTER, Photographic Artist, of 222, 
Pentonville-road, is now taking splendid Like- 
nesses in a Brooch, complete for 5s.; or in a shat-up 
case for 1s.6d. Established 10 years. No connexion 
with any other establishment. Be sure and ask for 
Porter’s ; and don’t be led away by any one telling 
you “this is the same concern,” and such like; for 
our address is only at 222, Pentonville-road. Hours 
of attendance from 9 till dusk. 





To the Dramatic Profession. 


C W OOMBES, 38, Bow-street, Covent- 
. e garden, Costumier to the Royal 
Italian Opera, begs to inform Gentlemen in the Pro- 
fession that he can upon the shortest notice “wy 
them with every description of Dress, made of the 
very best materials and workmanship, at the lowest 
price possible. Country managers supplied on the 
shortest notice. 


IMPORTANT TO ADVERTISERS. 


HE CLERKENWELL NEWS, price One 
Halfpenny, the largest page paper in London. 
Circulation, 17,000 weekly. 
Can be forwarded for twelve weeks to any part of 
the suburbs or the country on receipt of eighteen 
postage-stamps, directed to the Publisher. 


ADvzRTISEMENT ScaLe.—A heading and sixteen 
words, 6d.; every additional eight words, 2d. Two 
papers sent free by post for two stamps, 


Office, 35, Rosoman-street, Clerkenwell. 








Printed by J. T. Prcksuann, 35, Lower Rosoman-street, 
Clerkenwell. 

Published every Wednesday Afternoon, at Two o’clock, by 
Vickers, 28, Holywell-street, Strand, and W. J. Kelly, 
Gray's Inn Gateway, Holborn, for the Proprietor, 
Mr. W. Bestow; and Sold by J. Allen, Warwick-lane; 
Harris, Blackfriars-road ; Gilbert, Paternoster-row; Shaw 
& Nelson, 7, Bridges-street, Covent-garden; Purkess, 
60, Compton-street, Soho; Lacy, Bookseller, Strand; and 
all Booksellers and Newsvendors.—To be had, by order, 
in any of the Provincial Towns. 

All communications for the Editor to be forwarded to the 
Printer, 35, Lower Rosoman street, Clerkenwell. 
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